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				Rom. 8:1-25, Effectiveness of Grace

As we have studied Paul's letter to the Romans, we have moved from the magnitude and depth of sin to the blessings of justification and to realizing the freedom from sin and the Law for all who are in Christ.  Last week we learned that the Law makes righteousness by works impossible since it incites sin and becomes an unbearable burden to those who seek to accomplish righteousness through obedience to it.  However, the Law is holy, righteous and good.  It is a tutor to bring us to faith in Christ whose righteousness is imputed to us by God's grace, and it guides believers to know how to please God.   Jesus fulfilled all requirements of the Law on behalf of all those who are saved by grace.  Those who are in Christ obey the commandments because they love Him.  While the Law condemns, grace brings freedom, and there is now no condemnation for all who are in Christ Jesus.

Rom. 8:1-8	No Condemnation!  Delivered from the bondage of sin.
These verses introduce the staggering outcome of the teachings of the first seven chapters of Paul's letter to the Roman church.  This word, condemnation, occurs only three times in the NT:  here and in 5:16 and 18.  Adam's sin brought judgment and condemnation resulting in death to all men.  The contrast for those in Christ also was introduced in these verses:  Jesus' act of righteousness resulted in life for many through God's grace.  Condemnation is a judicial decree, for no one is naturally righteous before God, declaring everyone guilty, and that verdict demands death.  Justification is also a judicial decree which declares those who are in Jesus as righteous and no sin (past, present or future) can be held against that person because the penalty has been paid by Jesus.  Nothing will ever reverse this decision because those who are in Christ are united with Him.  Rom. 6:3-6  Jesus fulfilled the requirements of the Law for us.  He is righteous and His righteousness is imputed to us.  2 Cor. 5:21

Set free by the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.  Free from the law of sin and death.  That law is given in Rom. 6:23, the wages of sin is death.  Only in Jesus and His righteousness is there eternal life. The Spirit has not been mentioned since Rom. 1:4, the Spirit of holiness, but is named 18 times in Chapter 8:1-27.
	The Spirit of life sets us free.
	We walk according to the Spirit.
	We set our minds according to the Spirit, according to the things of the Spirit.
	The mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.
	We are in the Spirit and not in the flesh.
	The Spirit of God dwells in us.
	Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.
	The Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in us.
	This Spirit will give life to our mortal bodies.
	By the Spirit we are putting to death the deeds of the body.
	We are led by the Spirit of God and are sons of God.
	We have received the Spirit of adoption as sons.
	The Spirit testifies with our spirit that we are sons of God.
	The first fruits of the Spirit are ours.
	The Spirit helps our weakness.
	The Spirit intercedes in our prayers.
	The Spirit works according to the will of God.
v. 3 confirms that justification is accomplished by God alone.  While the Law could not save since sinful flesh was incapable of obeying the Law, God did by sending Jesus, in the likeness of sinful flesh (but not the essence).  Jesus had the form of man but not his sinful nature for Jesus was completely without sin.  Heb. 4:15.  God's judgment against sin was poured out on sinless Jesus.  The moral requirements of the Law therefore have been set aside, fulfilled.  The civil requirements of the Law will be addressed in Chapter 13.

Likeness is not to be confused with essence.  Likeness is resemblance, an analogy, something similar. Adam was created in the image and likeness of God, but not in His essence.  Seth was born in the image and likeness of Adam, as were all Seth's descendants through Noah to us.  Essence refers to the permanent and unchangeable substance.  The Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) are identical in essence.  Jesus is the essence, exact representation, of the Father.  Heb. 1:3

v. 4-8 state a stark contrast between those who walk according to the flesh and 
				          those who walk according to the Spirit.  
Those who are in the flesh walk according to the flesh, set their minds on the things of the flesh, are 	hostile to God, do not subject themselves to the Law of God, are not able to obey the Law, and 	cannot please God.  
		Whatever is not from faith is sin.  			Rom. 14:23b  
		They cannot understand spiritual things.  		2 Cor. 2:14. 
		Satan has blinded them to truth.  			2 Cor. 4:4
		They have no fear of God.				Rom. 3:18
		They do not seek God.				Rom. 3:11b
		They are spiritually dead.				Eph. 2:1
The words "so that" indicate a cause and effect.  The cause:  Jesus fulfilled the requirements of the Law.  The effect:  We do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
Those who are in the Spirit walk according to the Spirit,  set their minds on the things of the Spirit, and 	have life (spiritual life in Christ) and peace (with God and of God).

v. 9-11  	In the Flesh   OR   In the Spirit
It is either/or!  Those who are in Christ are in the Spirit.  Just as Jesus is in us and we are in Jesus, the Spirit of God dwells (stays, abides) IN us.  The Holy Spirit has functioned in three ways:  

In the OT the Spirit of God came upon someone for a particular time for a specific purpose:
	Craftsman made items for the tabernacle.					Ex. 35:31-33
	Elders and Balaam prophesied.						Num. 11:25; 24:2
	Othniel judged Israel.								Judges 3:10
	Gideon defeated the Midianites.						Judges 6:33-34
	Samson defeated the men of Ashkelon.					Judges 14:19
	Samson killed a thousand men with the jawbone of a donkey.		Judges 15:14-15
	Samuel prophesied mightily.							1 Sam. 10:10
	The Spirit came upon David but departed from Saul.			1 Sam. 16:13-14
	David prayed that God would not take His Spirit from him.			Psa. 51:11	
During Jesus' incarnation, the Holy Spirit was among the people.	Luke 3:21-22; 4:1, 18, etc.
After Pentecost, the Holy Spirit indwells each and every believer.   Acts 2:4, 38

Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit and revealed to His disciples what the Spirit would do:
	Be sent by the Father and the Son						John 14:16
	Is the Spirit of truth which abides with and in believers			John 14:17
	Will teach us all things and bring Jesus' words to remembrance		John 14:26
	Will convict the world concerning sin, righteousness and judgment		John 16:8-11
	Will guide believers into truth, will speak words from the Father,
		and will disclose what is to come.					John 16:13
	Will glorify Jesus and disclose to us what belongs to Jesus and the Father	John 16:14-15
	Will empower the preaching of the gospel and missions			Acts 1:8
	Will empower preaching of the mighty deeds of God			Acts 2:4, 11
	Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit to preach				Acts 4:8
Indwelling occurs only once at the moment of justification and never ceases, but there may be many "fillings."  There is no "second blessing" whereby one may have been saved but would receive the Holy Spirit separate from justification.

In Rom. 8:9-11 there is a promise.  The Spirit indwells only believers, and those who do not have the Spirit do not belong to Jesus.  This Spirit is the same one who raised Jesus from the dead and who will give life to our bodies even though we are dead.  This is the promise of bodily resurrection at the second coming of Jesus.  We will be saved completely:  spirit, soul and body.		1 Thes.5:23

v. 12-16   	Our Obligation and Our Assurance
Paul has already taught that those who are in Christ are slaves to righteousness -  obligated to do what is righteous.  We are free from any obligation to obey our former sinful nature when we were slaves to sin.
Here Paul reminds us that those who live by the flesh receive an inevitable outcome:  death.
By the Spirit we are putting to death the deeds of the body (flesh/sin) and the outcome:  life.
Putting sin to death is an on-going process, life-long, and necessary.  That is our sanctification.
Sanctification is led by the Spirit of God. (v. 14)  We are not led by subjective ideas, worldly priorities, or vain philosophies.  We participate through our obedience, worship, service, and love for God.

Another contrast:  All those who are children of God (adopted into His family, John 1:12) are indeed free:  do not have a spirit of slavery, but have received a spirit of adoption.  That adoption is not merely a legal condition, but a relationship characterized by "Abba", an informal Aramaic term for Father that conveys a sense of intimacy such as the English "Daddy" or "Papa".  It indicates tenderness, dependence, and a relationship free from fear or anxiety.

Assurance.  The Holy Spirit testifies with our spirit (which is no longer dead but alive) that we are secure in this tender, loving relationship with the Father.  Believers are aware of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in their lives, and they give evidence that they are truly children of God.
Jesus said that if we continue in His word we are truly His disciples.			John 8:31
Our behavior has changed.  Formerly sinners, we have been washed, sanctified, justified.  1 Cor. 6:9-11
We are new creatures: A miraculous change in that the old self is dead, passed away. 	 2 Cor. 5:17
Sealed in Jesus with the Holy Spirit, a pledge of our inheritance; we love other believers.	 Eph. 1:13-15
We keep His commandments and walk as Jesus walked.					1 John 2:3-6
We love God and love the brethren.								1 John 3:7-9
We have eternal life in Christ; He hears our prayers.						1 John 5:11-14
We experience the comfort, strength, wisdom and fruit of the Spirit in our lives.		Gal. 5:22-23
v. 17		Our Inheritance
Paul states that we have an inheritance with Christ.  Many other Scriptures confirm this promise.	
	Matt. 25:34;  Gal. 3:29;  Eph. 1:9-11;  Col. 1:10-12, 3:23-24;  Heb. 6:11-12; 9:15;  1 Pet. 1:3-4
Because we are adopted into the family of God, joint heirs with Christ, we inherit 
	eternal salvation/life					Titus 3:5-7
	God Himself 						Lam. 3:24; Psa. 73:25; Rev. 21:3
	glory							Rom. 5:2
	grace (among all who are sanctified)			Acts 20:32
	forgiveness						Acts 26:18
	the Holy Spirit as a pledge				Eph. 1:11-14
	our spiritual position in heaven			Eph. 2:4-7
	eternal purpose,  access to the Father	 		Eph. 3:11-12
	everything in the universe 				Heb 1:2
Being joint heirs indicates that the full inheritance is not divided but is held equally by each one.
	Matt 25:21;   John 17:22;   2 Cor. 8:9
If we suffer with Him.  Proof of the believer's ultimate glory is that he suffers - 
	whether as mockery, ridicule or physical persecution - because of Jesus our Lord.
	Matt. 5:10-12;   John 15:18-21;  2 Cor. 4:17;  2 Tim. 3:12
Jesus promised suffering because of Him.
	tried in courts, scourged, accused before governors and kings	Matt. 10:17-18
	betrayed by family, even put to death, hated				Matt. 10:21-23 
	hated by the world, persecuted					John 15:18, 20
	when they kill you, they will think they do God a favor		John 16:2
Pater commended those who suffer for Jesus:
	If reviled, you are blessed							1 Pet. 4:14
	suffering but glorifying God							1 Pet. 4:16
	having suffered, God will perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you	1 Pet. 5:10	
Paul called his suffering "momentary light affliction" 				2 Cor. 4:17
	not worthy to be compared to the glory that is to be revealed to us.		Rom. 8:17

v. 18-25	Waiting eagerly for Ultimate Redemption
Paul has already established the redemption of humanity who are in Christ.  Here he extends that redemption to include the physical world which waits for the final revelation of the children of God at the second coming of Jesus.  God created everything and declared it "very good."  Gen. 1:31  This is the world that God loves, not the one corrupted by sin.  And this is the world that will be redeemed by Jesus, because everything, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities - all things have been created through Him and for Him.  Col. 1:16

There is an eager, longing, groaning, suffering as in childbirth, for the complete redemption which awaits the fulfillment of the promises of God through Jesus when He returns to establish a new heaven and a new earth, to reign with his saints forever.  Now we have only the "first fruits" of the Spirit.

Because of sin, God subjected all creation to futility, but through Jesus there is freedom and hope.  In that hope, we have been saved.  Hope is not seen, but it is the sure expectation that God will accomplish all that He promises based on His character and His purposes.  Paul tells us that in eternity hope will be fulfilled, faith will be fully realized, and love will endure forever.  			1 Cor. 13:13
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